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In the past decade,
nearly 26,000 murders
have gone without an

arrest in major American
cities.
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18,600 of the victims —
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TISHANA FRANCIS SHAUN WOODEN OMARI HOUSTON LAVONNE BRADFORD CARLOS MARTINEZ GARVIN MATTHEWS WALKER YOW GARY TUCKER REGGIE PORTER MINA ROSENTHAL-EAMES

TERRY JAMES HAGA TERRY JAMES HAGA VINCENTE DUENAS-JIMENEZ ALEXANDER MCCLAIN DAVID T MARTIN JABBAR PASCHALL COREY LLOYD ANNA KUKIS ANDREW COOK JAMAL POWELL

DARRYL L MCCAULEY TIMOTHY CHAPMAN SANH DO OSCAR WATSON MELVIN WATSON ANTHONY WALKER MICHAEL BRENNAN EMELIO TORRES MOISES CONTRERAS DEREK LOWMAN

ISHMAEL ANTONIO COOPER TAYON GLOVER JOSEPH HENRY WYNN BYRON CLEMONS ERIC BILLINGSLEY IKECHUKWU OKWARA COREY T CLAY DUDLEY GREEN DWIGHT NATHANIEL BAKER REESE LLOYD

LAWRENCE WALLS DWIGHT JONES ARTHUR BRYANT PENNIE STEWART BOBBY JEROME JONES DWAYNE VANSHAWN MINOR KIMBERLY MALLATT JOHN SHAW BRANDON SUTTLES WILLIAM H. BALDWIN

DEANEGLO PATTON NICK PENA KEITH PETERS NAME UNDISCLOSED EMMITT JOHNSON ANDRE LEE MCNAIR MATTHEW SIVELLS LEROY DAVIS VICENTE SALGADO HIMANK KARKI KENDALL DUDLEY

PATRICE M BROWN BOBBY MOORE DEMORRIS GRANT JAMIL JACKSON ANTWAN MCKINNEY KYLE L KENDALL VENANCIO GARCIA TERRANCE SYDNEY EUGENE BLACKMON DARNELL WISE

TINA FLOWERS-CALLAHAN KATHERINE GREEN RIHEEM WEAREN SIDNEY ANTHONY GABRIEL ANGUIANO-BAUTISTA NAME UNDISCLOSED ROBERT LEE KING KAHLIL TAYLOR SEAN DONNIE BLACKWELL

HUMBERTO HERNANDEZ-GONZALEZ LEROY FENTRESS LUIS GONZALES KENNETH WILLIAMS JUAN SANCHEZ JOE RENE TAMAYO TERRY BALTIMORE JULIUS PICKETT WALTER DIVERS WILBERT IRVING

JOHN NEALY CEDRIC MATTHEWS JAVON GORE DARNELL MOORE ANTONIO BLUITT GREGORY NEELEY XAVIER WASHINGTON MICHAEL PAYTON THOMAS MALM PIERCE HOLMES EDWIN TORRES

DAVID STERLING LIAM HERREN JASMINE AZARIA BORUM PAULINE BORUM ALAN PEGUERO ROBERT DAVIS MARVA HOWARD ALI SHANIN RAMIRO MARCIAL-HERRERA STERLING GREEN

DEMARIUS LACEY JESSICA GREEN JOSEPH GIVENS CESAR BEVACQUA EDMUND FRISON DAMION BUTLER RONA ARMAND PHILLIP LARNARRI JAMES F LANE ELMER BROWN SAMUEL L SIMMONS

JAHVONE ALEXANDER SEAN THOMPSON WILLIAM GRAVES KELLI CHAPPLE DAVID MATOS ALLEN JAMES LARRY COLEMAN DAVID ROSS JEREL SMITH STEVE GUARINI LENARD EGGLESTON

TERRELL EWING JOSEPH TRAN JAMES LIGHTFOOT HOLLY LEE SYLVIA MAGRIN JAMES WOODSON KHONJI LATASHA WALTON MARIO BELL DERRICK BULLOCK MICHAEL CUNNINGHAM

RASHAWN WINSLOW BRANDON STINSON GARY L JOHNSON SENAQUA NORMAN ARNESTER JOHNSON GERALD BUCKNOR MARIO LUCIOUS HENRY CLABORNE MARTHA ALLETAG JOE GREEN

RAMIREZ L SMITH GERMAN HERNANDEZ TARA SGANGA STEVEN HANCOCK LARRY DEAN HERBERT PURNELL IBN LATIMORE JOSEPH CHRYAR JAMES CATES JR. DALVIN MILLER DERRICK SHERRILL

ERIC SHERRILL JOHN JAY CHRISTEN BRIAN PAUL SMITH LESLIE REFFIT TERRICE HARREL ANGEL FRANCISCO DIAZ JOSE BALTAZAR YOSHEA JARMON NAME UNDISCLOSED SCOTT CURTS CARL ALLEN

NICHOLAS BONILLA ERIC JACKSON TYRONE JONES LINUS A MCKINNEY VALERIE MADISON RICHARD KARIKARI ASARE GLENN CONLEY CALVIN ALEXANDER ANTHONY B AARON WILLIAM CHAMBERS

RAHIM ROCKAFELLER JUSTIN MOORE TYRONE SANDERS DARRICK SHENELL HARRIS ROBERT COLEMAN FRANCIS SMITH EVERETT DWANE LAYE NICOLE BENNETT DAVID MASON MARK CLARK

DA ROLY N WATTS MARIO THOMAS MARIO MORENO REDACTED REDACTED HERBERT BELL NALIN TILGHMAN ROBERT RUTLEDGE WILLIAM DENNY DIVEN KANAII ROBINSON JURA TYE

JACQUILYN BEROTT ANTONIO ONEAL FABIAN LAIS MICHAEL SANDERS DAVID LOZANO SHELVY BAILEY ABDUL BEYAH SOLOMON JONES ANTHONY ELLIS JOSE GALVAN VIRGINIA W JONES

CHARLES LOWE WILLIAM KENYATTA JONES ERIC DIXON ALBERT DOUGLAS THOMPSOM MICKEL PERRY ALICE LARA JASON FORTUNE GERALD ENGLISH TINA GAMBLE MARQUIS SHOULDERS

BRUCE BRONSON DAVID BEST MARCEL BANKS AVELINO GALVEZ KAM YAN DEMETRIE CULBREATH ADRIAN FLAKES DANIEL DUDLEY JAVAUIS BROWN LEONARD BLACK GARY M JAMES MARIA DIAZ

SHUNDLE WILSON JONATHAN FRANKLIN MARIA E CAMPOS SHAYLON GUIDRY WILLIAM OUTLAND WILLIE JONES JAMES LEWIS MARLIN J BIRDOW HOWARD K STEVENSON MALEEK PARKS

MICHAEL WRIGHT NAME UNDISCLOSED CHARMAINE OWENS RAMADAN SMITH OSMAN REYNALDO CRUZ RONALD FOXX JUSTIN VARNER ANDRE NORRIS DEAN A MESSER SHEILA JACKSON

TYRONE ANTONY BLANDING LASONE ARMSTRONG JANE DOE MARCOS CASTRO STANLEY WILSON DAEMEL GASKINS CARLA M FOSTER CLIFFORD MCCLOUD DARWIN LAMAR KELLY JR. DAMON COLEMAN

RICHARD L GIBBS CORDERO WASHINGTON JOSE BARRUM MATTHEW CANNON DARIUS CANTO PATRICK WILLIAMS JEFFERY BOLER RALPH WAWRZYNIAK JUSTIN HODGES DEVON HULBERT

AARON A LAMBERT MAUDELI GARCIA-LUCAS KIP SYLVESTER THEODORE JENKINS JOSE DIAZ JAMES PATTERSON GREGORIO FERNANDEZ PATRICIA HAMILTON-HASSAN MARIO MCKAY JOSUE MARTINEZ

PEPEFOU FAALOGOIFO WILLIE DOTSON ARMELIO CRUZ CHRISTOPHER MCCOLLOUGH LANDREL AYERS DEXTER WHITE KEVIN BERNARD WARE ANTONIO JACKSON BOBBY COMER BRAHIN SMALLS

NAME UNDISCLOSED LEEROY MARK HENDERSON LISA FORD JACKSON TYSON ADAMS JAELYN FORD MARVIN NMN LATIMER STACY ROSS RANDALL LAWRENCE HAYES GRADY TATUM

PRESTIGIOUS ALLEN NAME UNDISCLOSED DARYL WHITE DIONE LAMONT BIGGS CHARLES BUNCH FRANK SCIABARRASI BRIAN COOPER STEVE HUFF DARRIOUS BLACKMAN JEFFREY ALLEN



11/14/19, 9:07 AMKillings of black people lead to arrests less often than when victims are white - Washington Post

Page 4 of 29https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/investigations/black-homicides-arrests/

By Wesley Lowery, Kimbriell Kelly and Steven Rich  July 25, 2018

PRESTIGIOUS ALLEN NAME UNDISCLOSED DARYL WHITE DIONE LAMONT BIGGS CHARLES BUNCH FRANK SCIABARRASI BRIAN COOPER STEVE HUFF DARRIOUS BLACKMAN JEFFREY ALLEN

LEON CORNELIUS ANDRE DONNELL BRYANT HENRY ANDREW MAZYCK ANTON MITCHELL BRIAN AUSTIN ANITA RUFFNER MATTHEW WALKER DENISE LEDBETTER SUSAN YOUNG ANDRE STONER

ARTHUR JONES EILIA DABBAS KARL SANCHO NAME UNDISCLOSED MATTHEW DOUGLAS OWEN O'BRIEN MITCHELL CAROLINE GROLLNEK AVERY STONE JERMAINE JOHNSON SANTIAGO CUNNINGHAM

DONTE DAVID DAVIS QUR'RON HOLLOWAY LAMAR BROWNLEE DAMON TAYLOR JETANNUE CLAYBORNE YOLANDA BROWN TERRELL T PEETE ALFREDO ELBER KAHLIL INGRAM ABDUL BILLUPS

TEDDIAS TUCKER GREGORY HAYWOOD MIGUEL A. PEREZ RHAN KING DERICO JACKSON DAVID COLBERT FERNANDO GUZMAN GLENN COPELAND ABEBE AYELE ASHLEY BLACK NAME UNDISCLOSED

SHAWN DAVIS ERIC MCMURRAY RONI MARTINEZ THOMAS ALLEN SMITH SAMUEL BENAVENTE DANIELLE LATIF VALENTINE CLIVE ALFRED BEAUCHAMP MOHAMED TURAY CLIFFORD GAYLE JR.

EDWARD HOWARD ERIC L BROWN LEOBARDO RAMIREZ NORMAN LYLES CHRISTOPHER DWIGHT BURDEN RANDY EILAND JONATHAN CHANDLER DARIAS BRANCH TURKESSA BRANCH JONATHON BROWN

VERONICA MARIE FLUDD NICHOLAS COPELAND SYLVESTER WATSON OBERIA PIERCE TONY C DRAKE SHANEQUA BRANNON AMADOR MOLINERO LOPEZ URBINA CUAUHTEMOC TAMAYO HECTOR TAMAYO

DAVID R DELASHMIT JAMES DANNY DICKENS TYRONE EVERETTE NAME UNDISCLOSED DAVID RODRIGUEZ ROBERT SWEENEY CLYDE PETTY NATHAN MCGEE CLEO HILL TERRIE DEWBERRY-BERTHA

WILLIAM HUGHES ALVIN DECUIER FLYTRON ANDREWS ANA NUNEZ YOSBEL MILLARES KIA RICH DAVID BAEZ MICHAEL HARDIE PHILLIP THOMAS RANDLE BROWN OLLIE GLOVER

MARTINO WILLIAMS ALEXANDER ROBERTSON-EL EARL HUGHES NAIM MUHAMMAD KING NATHANIEL CODY FOOTMAN JOSE VAZQUEZ DONNELL MITCHELL KAREN WILLIAMS KEVIN LEROY BARKER

DAVID DAVIS ALBERTA DUNTON CARL C BLANKS CHARLES ARTERBURN JOAQUIN SANTIAGO DE'ARNEY AUSTIN ROBERT TYSON BARCHUNTAE PUGH MICHAEL STEWART RICHARD ESCOBAR

GERINO REYES RICK KEARNEY MARCUS BIBBS MARK ANTHONY LAPUSAN DIONISIO RODRIGUEZ CHRISTIAN EVANS SHARLTON DESHAZO-BEST MAURICE ROBINSON VICTOR LAVAL POLK RONNIE CARVER

STEPHEN DONTA ODEN JORGE ROMANO LOPEZ JIMENEZ JOSE MIRANDA LOZANO CHINDA HAS JULIO ROQUE ANSELMO ORTIZ HOWARD BERNSTEIN ARTURO FLORES NAME UNDISCLOSED

LEONARD WILSON TONY LAWERNCE HAWKINS TRUMELL GOODMAN GLENROY HYLTON STEPHEN P MC DADE ROSANA COLTON RAYMOND S. WILLIAMS OLEG POLADOV STEVEN LYONS TAMEKA VINES

WILSON AGUILAR CARLOS NUNEZ WILLIAM STEGALL CARL TOMBERLAIN CARLOS DIAZ COTTO LARRY IRVING ERICK BALDARES DAVID REEVES MIGUEL GOMEZ ALYSON J. BACALLAO AKEEM BROWN

HEILALA AHOLELEI OSCAR MARTINEZ DEKOPA B HARVEY ROGER CRISP AUCY ANDREWS GEORGE PEREZ NAME UNDISCLOSED LEON SHAW SHAWN NEWMAN THURAN BAUSLEY

CARLOS EUGENE SMITHSON OLIVER CURRY CARL WALTON DAVID FOSTER JAYSON E MCCULLUM JUELIUS BEALER DAEYEOP KIM LUIS-ANGEL JACOME CRUZ TORRES LAMON KYSER RHASHE ALLEN

HONG WANG CORTEZ CARVON BLANKS BETHAL RAWLS BILLY JOE BALDWIN JOHN HENRY MORRIS FREDERICK ROLAND DAVIS TRENT MICHEAL EARLL GLENDA GAIL FURCH MONICA BARRERA

CLENOR JONES JR. TERRANCE LUSK BRAD BETTS COREY GREEN THERESA BUNN HAZEL LEWIS WALTER CULLINS WILMA MARIE GRAVES-HOPKINS BENJAMIN DAVIS MARIO LEWIS ASHLEY STRATTON

HERBERT JEROME LEMON MICHAEL LESTER GERALD CAMANN JUSTIN GRIER ARNOLD E FITZGERALD CRANDALL REED MIGUEL HUERTA BRANDON COBB MAVERICK SMITH ALEJANDRO MARQUEZ

JUAN CABRERA ELSA RAMOS ALLEN BOW LAMONT CLARK AARON JAPHIA HOOD DAVID CORONADO JAMES GLOVER LARRY BLAND JEFFERY LAWSON BARRY BROOKS TAVARES WALTON

BARRY BROOKS JASMINE MCKINNEY ADOLPHUS KING RAY MAJOR MARTAY POWELL MARIO GARNES BEAUFORD NELSON ISRAEL MUHAMMED RICHARD WELLS RONONDO JOHNSON COY SHARPE

LAUREN BARNES NAME UNDISCLOSED TRACY S. DALTON ROBERT VERNON GRAY RUEL DAVIS DANIEL NORRIS TOMMY DAVIS ERVIN WILKERSON NAME UNDISCLOSED MICHAEL CROWDER

BETTY CARTER ALFREDO HARRIS TERRANCE THOMPSON TENESIA AUGUSTUS JOANNA GONZALES DENISE STICE TYRONE WILLIAMS REGINALD CRAWFORD BUNION WAY CARLOS LOPEZ JASON RILEY

BOBBY GERMANY TYWOND JONES JOHNNY WILLIAMS PAUL RABORN GUILLERMO ARRANDONDO XAVIER HEGWOOD BRANDON MATTHEWS NAME UNDISCLOSED JAMAR WILLIAMS DAVID DAVIS

ELIZABETH BRAVO RAFAEL TOVAR WILLIE TILLMAN SHERRY BRUSTER GEORGIA HOWARD RIGOBERTO XAMIMES HOLLY COREY CLIFFORD WALTON ARIE MUSSE JAMA NAJIB ALI OMAR

RONALD J PHILLIPS ISAI ZACAULA RAYMONTE CONNER ANDRE SAUNDERS LAWRENCE BASS DWAYNE HEARD CHRISTOPHER CARMICLE LONNIE FOOTE JEFFREY ROLAND JAMES E BLAKELY

ASHLEY ELLIOTT ANTUAN ASKEW ISIAH MITCHELL TERRI LYNNE LAWRENCE ALEXANDER REAVES CLAUDE STEPHENS SHANTOINE BLACKWELL ROBERT HOGUE AUGUSTIN CANALES W EPPS

HOMER MINCEY LEWIS DE'ONSI'MO FENNEY DEBORAH BARFIELD LAWRENCE HOLMES PAULA PEREZ JENNIFER MILLER ARTHUR JONES GREGORY POWELL TRISTAN MARCELLUS WADE THEODIS GIVENS

SEGUNDO SANCHEZ WILLIAM JOHNSON ARTAVIOUS D TUBMAN ISMAEL SANTANA FAIRID ALMANSOOB ROBERT CARTER MICHAEL SMITH DAVID O LOVE NAME UNDISCLOSED NAME UNDISCLOSED

JOSE LOYOLA TROY LINDBERG AMANDIE DAVIS MICHAEL MULLINS GEORGE HARDY CALVIN MCCLARIN RENE GONZALES REDACTED REDACTED JOSE CAMARA JAVIER NAH-CARBALLO

NELSON A AREBALO DONNA MILLS CORTNEY BUTTS LOUIS LEYNA MARTIN SEGURA JAMAL ROWLETT ANDREW CONTRERA ALEXANDRA TORO MICHAEL D EARL JOSUE SOLER ANTHONY BLACKMAN

STEVEN NELSON GENE ROBAR MONEA GORHAM KEVIN CARTER ZEB GIBSON HEIDI MARIE CUMMINGS SANDRA HOLMAN NAME UNDISCLOSED ANTHONY HALTON IVY FORD MARVIN COOPER

MISTY HOLMES RICHARD L. BEVERLY GRAHAM BANKSTON STANLEY WILLIAMS MICHAEL WEATHERS KARIM MILES MILTON FOREST FRANK SIPES JORGE HERNANDEZ-RIVAS ROBERT WARREN

GEORGE LOPEZ JASON MILTON ALLEN EMMANUEL LOPES PIRES TAZMYN SOARES ADAM ELLIS MICHAEL DEMPSEY JERRY PHELPS MARCO YOUNG MICHAEL GILBERT FRANKLIN PRINCE

ANTONIO CREECH KENITH HARRIS DAVID SOLIS DONALD YOUNG TOBY ANDREW MACCOMBIE WILLIAM HARPER ID JENKINS CLINTON KELLY NAME UNDISCLOSED SHAWN MCKNIGHT

NAME UNDISCLOSED CANDELARIO ORTEGA JEROME JOHNSON ROSEVELT BURNETT TIMOTHY MCGOWAN SANTIAGO AMARO RONALD W. SHEPARD KEVIN BACON TIMOTHY LANGSTON

REGINALD NEWELL JOSE CANDIA LUIS ALVAREZ TINA WHITENER DARRYL E GOLDTHREET STEVEN DECORTE AJIF ANTAO BRENDA SOLEN KELLIE OWENS JERMAINE POWELL BRUCE CALLOWAY

WILLIAM CORDOBA STEVE SANFORD JR. NICHOLAS LOPEZ ROBERT SMITH LARRY JAMES LEE TERESA ANN BOUGH ROGER HARRIS JEFFREY DAVIS TSUNG SU BRANDON SALAZAR ROBIN SIMS

DAMIAN HENDERSON KHARRY ORR JAMES BUTLER NAME UNDISCLOSED WADEL AKERS NAME UNDISCLOSED ALBERT COLLINS BRIAN PATRICK WHITE KASON PAGE RONALD LOPEZ

NAME UNDISCLOSED TONYA ST CLAIR NAKIA HARRIS MARTHA ORTEGA JOSE BRAVO MARCUS PEPPARS DARYUS WHEELOCK ALFRED GUERRA LAURA GUERRA MICHAEL RUIZ ALBERT JOHNSON

DAMEON HARRIS SHEPALE GRAY ANTHONY S JOHNSON ALEXIO BELLO TOMMY MAJORS LISA ROEDER PAUL VANN DERRICK HURR JR. CAFFERY WOODS JEROME ANTHONY WATERS MICHAEL ROCHA

MARGARET LEE SOTERO ARCE CELIO CARRASCO DAVID VERDUGO URIEL BASTIDA QUINCY EDWARD JOSE SOBERANIS-RADILLA CUAUHTMOC SILVA SHAWN ROBINSON EDWARD S ROBINSON

JUSTIN LEE DARRION CARRINGTON HUGO CASTRO DEONNE GHOLSTON LEONARDO OTERO JARRELL MARRKEICE EUGEN BROWN WILLIAM PRINCE GREGORY SLAUGHTER WILMA SUITER

ADRIANNE THOMAS ZECHARIAH LEE HALLBACK LARRY FRANKLIN JULIUS TOLLIVER GREGORY JACKSON NAME UNDISCLOSED BOBBY GUSS KENYON MORRISON DANIEL RIVERA FREDRIC ROGERS

TYRONE HICKS ERIC BYRD JACOB HERRERA STEPHEN MOLLMAN DION SNOW KEVIN GRANT EDWARD SMITH JOSE RODRIGUEZ ROKY URIOSTEGUI CARLOS ALEXI SIERRA DARIUS JONES

KENNETH MURPHY MARCUS WARREN JEREMY RICHARDSON JIMMY BOGUST JAVANE GAINES JAMIL COTTON ISAIAH MCKEIVER RODRICK CARTER TYRONE CREDLE JAMES EDWARD SHEARON

COREY LEWIS JABBAR JACKSON JOSE LUIS XATE JEROME WILLIAMS BRANDON HICKS ROBERT SIGH KIERSTEN ROSS BYRON PRUDE REGINALD ADAMS SANTIAGO HERNANDEZ HERMAN PRIDE

THOMAS SWAN GLENDA HARGROVE ROSALYN HEARD ERNESTO WILLIAMS PATRICK HANSEN GODOFREDO ZARAGOZA-DURAN ROBERT STIEBER CAROLYN SCHRANZ KAYCEE FADIYA

MICHAEL JOHNSON JR. ROY WATSON WILLIAM R OLIVERAS JEFFREY INMAN NAME UNDISCLOSED RAYMOND LEE SHIELDS HAJJ BLACKWELL WALTER TAYLOR EUGENE CAMPBELL BRANDON PRATT

BOSTON —BOSTON — Nearly a year after Aice Jackman was gunned down in the street, his Nearly a year after Aice Jackman was gunned down in the street, his

mother and 5-year-old brother walked into a Dunkin’ Donuts, where the boymother and 5-year-old brother walked into a Dunkin’ Donuts, where the boy

spotted a pit bull puppy and dashed over to pet it.spotted a pit bull puppy and dashed over to pet it.

Kaiesha Skinner’s gaze followed her young son and then settled on the manKaiesha Skinner’s gaze followed her young son and then settled on the man
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holding the leash. Their eyes met. She froze: It was the same man who sheholding the leash. Their eyes met. She froze: It was the same man who she

believes killed Jackman.believes killed Jackman.

She grabbed her youngest son’s hand, yanking him away from the man and backShe grabbed her youngest son’s hand, yanking him away from the man and back

to their car.to their car.

“We all know who shot my son,” Skinner said later. “They just “We all know who shot my son,” Skinner said later. “They just ​​haven’t arrestedhaven’t arrested

him.”him.”

In the past decade, police in 52 of the nation’s largest cities have failed to makeIn the past decade, police in 52 of the nation’s largest cities have failed to make

an arrest in nearly 26,000 killings, according to an arrest in nearly 26,000 killings, according to a Washington Post analysis ofa Washington Post analysis of

homicide arrest datahomicide arrest data. In more than 18,600 of those cases, the victim, like. In more than 18,600 of those cases, the victim, like

Jackman, was black.Jackman, was black.

Black victims, who accounted for the majority of homicides, were the least likelyBlack victims, who accounted for the majority of homicides, were the least likely

of any racial group to have their killings result in an arrest, The Post found. Whileof any racial group to have their killings result in an arrest, The Post found. While

police arrested someone in 63 percent of the killings of white victims, they did sopolice arrested someone in 63 percent of the killings of white victims, they did so

in just 47 percent of those with black victims.in just 47 percent of those with black victims.

The failure to solve black homicides fuels a vicious cycle: It deepens distrust ofThe failure to solve black homicides fuels a vicious cycle: It deepens distrust of

police among black residents, making them less likely to cooperate inpolice among black residents, making them less likely to cooperate in

investigations, leading to fewer arrests. As a result, criminals are emboldened andinvestigations, leading to fewer arrests. As a result, criminals are emboldened and

residents’ fears are compounded.residents’ fears are compounded.

In almost every city surveyed, arrests were made in killings of black victims atIn almost every city surveyed, arrests were made in killings of black victims at

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/investigations/unsolved-homicide-database/


11/14/19, 9:07 AMKillings of black people lead to arrests less often than when victims are white - Washington Post

Page 6 of 29https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/investigations/black-homicides-arrests/

lower rates than homicides involving white victims.lower rates than homicides involving white victims.

Four cities — Chicago, Baltimore, Detroit and Philadelphia — accounted for moreFour cities — Chicago, Baltimore, Detroit and Philadelphia — accounted for more

than 7,300 of the black murders with no arrests. But even smaller majority-whitethan 7,300 of the black murders with no arrests. But even smaller majority-white

cities have amassed large rosters of these cases during the past decade: 422 incities have amassed large rosters of these cases during the past decade: 422 in

Columbus, Ohio; 277 in Buffalo; 183 in Nashville; and 144 in Omaha.Columbus, Ohio; 277 in Buffalo; 183 in Nashville; and 144 in Omaha.

In interviews with The Post, more than two dozen police chiefs and homicideIn interviews with The Post, more than two dozen police chiefs and homicide

commanders said they work just as hard to solve black murders but that thosecommanders said they work just as hard to solve black murders but that those

investigations are often hampered by reluctant witnesses.investigations are often hampered by reluctant witnesses.

No major U.S. city had a wider gap in arrest rates for white and black victimsNo major U.S. city had a wider gap in arrest rates for white and black victims

than Boston, where Jackman was killed last summer and where the killings ofthan Boston, where Jackman was killed last summer and where the killings of

white residents are solved at twice the rate of black victims.white residents are solved at twice the rate of black victims.

“We don’t care what color you are,” Boston Police Commissioner William Evans“We don’t care what color you are,” Boston Police Commissioner William Evans

said. “Sometimes, because a case goes unsolved, people get the perception thatsaid. “Sometimes, because a case goes unsolved, people get the perception that

we forget about their loved ones. .we forget about their loved ones. .  ..  . We never forget about them.”. We never forget about them.”
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Police in several cities said that some types of killings are easier to solve thanPolice in several cities said that some types of killings are easier to solve than

others. Domestic-violence cases and bar fights may present fewer hurdles toothers. Domestic-violence cases and bar fights may present fewer hurdles to

making an arrest, while gang-related shootings and drug-related killings, whichmaking an arrest, while gang-related shootings and drug-related killings, which

are believed to account for the majority of unsolved cases, are more complicated,are believed to account for the majority of unsolved cases, are more complicated,

police said.police said.

“Let’s face it, when you talk about murder in our urban communities — black and“Let’s face it, when you talk about murder in our urban communities — black and

Activist Eileen Paterson, center, the Rev. Gary Adams, left of center, and Boston Police Commissioner William B.Activist Eileen Paterson, center, the Rev. Gary Adams, left of center, and Boston Police Commissioner William B.

Evans, second from left, participate in a neighborhood peace walk on July 16. (Yoon S. Byun for The WashingtonEvans, second from left, participate in a neighborhood peace walk on July 16. (Yoon S. Byun for The Washington

Post)Post)
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brown, where gang and group violence is prevalent — you got that retaliationbrown, where gang and group violence is prevalent — you got that retaliation

piece,” said Detroit Police Chief James Craig, whose department had an arrestpiece,” said Detroit Police Chief James Craig, whose department had an arrest

rate 12 percentage points higher for white victims than for black victims. “Andrate 12 percentage points higher for white victims than for black victims. “And

those are the most challenging kind of homicides to investigate.”those are the most challenging kind of homicides to investigate.”

But residents and community leaders in many cities remain skeptical that policeBut residents and community leaders in many cities remain skeptical that police

are doing all they can to solve black homicides.are doing all they can to solve black homicides.

“Black life is seen as not as important,” said the Rev. William Barber, a national“Black life is seen as not as important,” said the Rev. William Barber, a national

civil rights leader, who called the failure by police to solve black homicides a civilcivil rights leader, who called the failure by police to solve black homicides a civil

rights crisis on par with questionable police shootings of minorities and wrongfulrights crisis on par with questionable police shootings of minorities and wrongful

convictions of black men.convictions of black men.

“The black community gets cut by both edges of the sword,” said Barber, who“The black community gets cut by both edges of the sword,” said Barber, who

until last year led the North Carolina chapter of the NAACP. “There’s no big rushuntil last year led the North Carolina chapter of the NAACP. “There’s no big rush

to solve a case when it’s considered ‘black on black.’ But if it is a black-on-whiteto solve a case when it’s considered ‘black on black.’ But if it is a black-on-white

killing, then everything is done to make an arrest.”killing, then everything is done to make an arrest.”

White homicide victims with:White homicide victims with: arrestsarrests no arrestsno arrests

Black homicide victims with:Black homicide victims with: arrestsarrests no arrestsno arrests

% OF POPULATION% OF POPULATION % OF HOMICIDES% OF HOMICIDES

0%0% 20%20% 40%40% 60%60%60%60% 40%40% 20%20%

WhiteWhite 37%37% 8%8% 5%5%

BlackBlack 24%24% 32%32% 36%36%
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52 cities52 cities

Black Americans are almost aBlack Americans are almost a

quarter of the population in 52quarter of the population in 52

of the nation’s largest cities...of the nation’s largest cities...

...but account for...but account for

68 percent of all68 percent of all

homicide victims.homicide victims.

White homicide victims with:White homicide victims with: arrestsarrests no arrestsno arrests

Black homicide victims with:Black homicide victims with: arrestsarrests no arrestsno arrests

% OF POPULATION% OF POPULATION % of HOMICIDES% of HOMICIDES % OF POPULATION% OF POPULATION % of HOMICIDES% of HOMICIDES
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OmahaOmaha BostonBoston

Omaha police make the sameOmaha police make the same

share of arrests for black andshare of arrests for black and

white murders yet black victimswhite murders yet black victims

represent more than half of allrepresent more than half of all

murders in the city.murders in the city.

Boston has the widestBoston has the widest

gap in arrests for whitegap in arrests for white

and black victims.and black victims.

In four cities, including Fort Worth and Tampa, arrests forIn four cities, including Fort Worth and Tampa, arrests for

black victims were made just as or slightly more oftenblack victims were made just as or slightly more often

than the murder of white victims.than the murder of white victims.

White homicide victims with:White homicide victims with: arrestsarrests no arrestsno arrests

Black homicide victims with:Black homicide victims with: arrestsarrests no arrestsno arrests
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MURDER WITH IMPUNITY

As part of an As part of an ongoing

examination, The Washington, The Washington

Post has compiled andPost has compiled and

mapped homicide arrest datamapped homicide arrest data

and neighborhoodand neighborhood

demographics from moredemographics from more

than 50 of America’s largestthan 50 of America’s largest

Explore the maps.

The survey identified four cities where the killings of black victims led to an arrestThe survey identified four cities where the killings of black victims led to an arrest

just as often or slightly more often than the slayings of white victims:just as often or slightly more often than the slayings of white victims:

Birmingham, Ala.; Durham, N.C.; Fort Worth and Tampa.Birmingham, Ala.; Durham, N.C.; Fort Worth and Tampa.

“We treat every homicide the same, regardless of where it occurs or who the“We treat every homicide the same, regardless of where it occurs or who the

victims are,” said Fort Worth police Capt. Devin Pitt, who noted the department’svictims are,” said Fort Worth police Capt. Devin Pitt, who noted the department’s

high arrest rates for murder in Latino neighborhoods on the city’s north side andhigh arrest rates for murder in Latino neighborhoods on the city’s north side and

black neighborhoods on the city’s east side.black neighborhoods on the city’s east side.

“Our neighborhoods still have enough trust in the police department to help us“Our neighborhoods still have enough trust in the police department to help us

solve these cases,” he said.solve these cases,” he said.

The Post analysis relied on racial classification for victims asThe Post analysis relied on racial classification for victims as

recorded by police and used local news reports and publicrecorded by police and used local news reports and public

records, such as death certificates, to complete missingrecords, such as death certificates, to complete missing

records.records.

Still, the inconsistency with which departments recorded theStill, the inconsistency with which departments recorded the

race and ethnicity of Hispanic victims — whose killings resultrace and ethnicity of Hispanic victims — whose killings result

in an arrest 49 percent of the time across the 52 cities — madein an arrest 49 percent of the time across the 52 cities — made

it difficult to compare arrest rates in those cases city to city.it difficult to compare arrest rates in those cases city to city.

4141 1313 1111 4646 1313 1212

1919 2626 2020 2323 3838 2828

TampaTampaFort WorthFort Worth

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/investigations/where-murders-go-unsolved/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/investigations/unsolved-homicide-database/
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Other racial groups accounted for a comparatively small number of the killings inOther racial groups accounted for a comparatively small number of the killings in

the survey.the survey.

In Houston, where police reliably tracked Hispanic victims, officers were leastIn Houston, where police reliably tracked Hispanic victims, officers were least

likely to make an arrest in a homicide if the victim was Hispanic. Police Chief Artlikely to make an arrest in a homicide if the victim was Hispanic. Police Chief Art

Acevedo cited distrust of police among Hispanic residents, many of whom areAcevedo cited distrust of police among Hispanic residents, many of whom are

undocumented and fear that cooperation will lead to their deportation.undocumented and fear that cooperation will lead to their deportation.

“The playing field is not equal in terms of people’s ability to feel like they can“The playing field is not equal in terms of people’s ability to feel like they can

safely participate in trying to solve crime,” Acevedo said.safely participate in trying to solve crime,” Acevedo said.
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‘It’s a tragedy of our time’

Since 2007, Boston police have made an arrest in nearly 90 percent of theSince 2007, Boston police have made an arrest in nearly 90 percent of the

homicides with white victims but 42 percent of the homicides with black victims,homicides with white victims but 42 percent of the homicides with black victims,

who account for the vast majority of the city’s killings.who account for the vast majority of the city’s killings.

Of the 435 homicides with black victims, 254 remain unsolved. Of the 57Of the 435 homicides with black victims, 254 remain unsolved. Of the 57

homicides with white victims, only six are unsolved.homicides with white victims, only six are unsolved.
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“There is no question that the African American community is victimized by this“There is no question that the African American community is victimized by this

out of proportion,” said Ed Davis, who was the Boston police commissioner fromout of proportion,” said Ed Davis, who was the Boston police commissioner from

2006 to 2013. “It’s a tragedy of our time that we’re not doing more to stop this.”2006 to 2013. “It’s a tragedy of our time that we’re not doing more to stop this.”

Boston’s racial gap in solving homicides persists even though police there haveBoston’s racial gap in solving homicides persists even though police there have

been praised nationally for innovation in fighting violent crime.been praised nationally for innovation in fighting violent crime.

In the mid-1990s, local police, clergy and criminologists collaborated to curbIn the mid-1990s, local police, clergy and criminologists collaborated to curb

youth violence by identifying gang crime hot spots and focusing on the handful ofyouth violence by identifying gang crime hot spots and focusing on the handful of

offenders responsible for the crime. Their success was dubbed the “Bostonoffenders responsible for the crime. Their success was dubbed the “Boston

Miracle.”Miracle.”

But byBut by  2005, the city was facing an uptick in violence, and the rate at which2005, the city was facing an uptick in violence, and the rate at which

police were solving homicides had dipped below the national average.police were solving homicides had dipped below the national average.

Department leaders vowed to raise arrest rates, which meant they would have toDepartment leaders vowed to raise arrest rates, which meant they would have to

solve more black homicides.solve more black homicides.

First, theFirst, the  department changed the way it deployed detectives so that no team ofdepartment changed the way it deployed detectives so that no team of

investigators was juggling too many homicides.investigators was juggling too many homicides.
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Next,Next,  Davis dispatched two detectives to London, where investigators solveDavis dispatched two detectives to London, where investigators solve

nearly every homicide, and adopted that city’s practice of assigning multiplenearly every homicide, and adopted that city’s practice of assigning multiple

detectives to each killing in the crucial first hours of the investigation. Then hedetectives to each killing in the crucial first hours of the investigation. Then he

asked criminologists with Boston’s Northeastern University to review severalasked criminologists with Boston’s Northeastern University to review several

years of homicide case files and — at their suggestion — added an extra detectiveyears of homicide case files and — at their suggestion — added an extra detective

to each homicide squad and hired an additional crime analyst and victim-witnessto each homicide squad and hired an additional crime analyst and victim-witness

resource officer.resource officer.

Boston police Capt. Haseeb Hosein holds hands with other participants during a prayer circle before aBoston police Capt. Haseeb Hosein holds hands with other participants during a prayer circle before a

neighborhood peace walk July 16 in Boston. (Yoon S. Byun for The Washington Post)neighborhood peace walk July 16 in Boston. (Yoon S. Byun for The Washington Post)
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Arrest rates began to improve slightly in 2012, but the gulf between whiteArrest rates began to improve slightly in 2012, but the gulf between white

homicides and black homicides persists.homicides and black homicides persists.

In the city’s most violent neighborhoods, community leaders blame what theyIn the city’s most violent neighborhoods, community leaders blame what they

perceive as apathy from police, prosecutors and local news media.perceive as apathy from police, prosecutors and local news media.

The attention a killing gets “largely depends on your status,” said Rufus Faulk, anThe attention a killing gets “largely depends on your status,” said Rufus Faulk, an

anti-violence activist and community leader in Roxbury, one of Boston’santi-violence activist and community leader in Roxbury, one of Boston’s

historically black neighborhoods.historically black neighborhoods.

“Then, oftentimes, there is this adage thrown out there that the victim was gang-“Then, oftentimes, there is this adage thrown out there that the victim was gang-

involved or ‘known to the police,’ ” added Faulk, who said he has attended at leastinvolved or ‘known to the police,’ ” added Faulk, who said he has attended at least

one funeral a year for a murder victim from his neighborhood for each of the pastone funeral a year for a murder victim from his neighborhood for each of the past

23 years. “That immediately shifts the victimhood away from the person who was23 years. “That immediately shifts the victimhood away from the person who was

slain and implies that they caused their own demise. And you can see why thenslain and implies that they caused their own demise. And you can see why then

there is a resulting lack of public outcry.”there is a resulting lack of public outcry.”

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Ck69DA23NXZbbJZKEBrSmlLgHgYjBmFqh9YTA0gq_4R4QASDZ9dMXYMmmyIqspMwWoAGhluTwAsgBA-ACAKgDAcgDmQSqBJMCT9DsCZpBU-9lf-jZqb7gGygccdJ6VNhR62MBju5sBwOUggcjKlMisI8pSpTzseARc-OLOs1_dK_sNhgKv5Vlha3kVgiSzn0a1FELK1VLhMQoQd-2dUWwbyGCn_fq8hE4R93htf-AfcV2WTgmu3m4awT_x8TeLoqIsSm2VbLBaYsITm5b5-AXozTNbqnBbLJ_k6JADAeyZ23NMODkvoFbbAfoioihmUcYES-MrwtB5DUcK8TGjhG70rnwow6NwrrkEkDLDcNCkB-zKejzD0jdWsuqaV2WW3fNr8YekqvEXamyTNt5kww-vcOgr2aOA1t3UCZiM_hxdlwnE0HQ_oXq6IlM1FrX3yEpEpdUppfD9NFSi4zgBAGgBgOAB76F06wBqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH2csbqAfPzBuoB6a-G6gH89EbqAfs1RvYBwHSCAcIjGMQARgdsQlQMa1uKulExoAKA9gTDA&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_2J-1w5FFFLdrqIp480cmsOxGhDqA&client=ca-pub-3980300725513096&adurl=https://www.wotoba.com/collections/autumn-tops-on-hot-sale%3Fadp%3D4665834,4987944,4244485,4810442,4391990,4989771%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI1uix5fzp5QIVEoIBCh00EwV3EAEYASAAEgIQ__D_BwE
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Boston law enforcement and city officials insist they are doing everything in theirBoston law enforcement and city officials insist they are doing everything in their

power to make arrests in the murders of black men and women and said theypower to make arrests in the murders of black men and women and said they

have worked to strengthen community relationships.have worked to strengthen community relationships.

“I go to most of the homicide scenes, and I see the work these guys [homicide“I go to most of the homicide scenes, and I see the work these guys [homicide

detectives] do,” said Evans, who announced his retirement as Boston’s policedetectives] do,” said Evans, who announced his retirement as Boston’s police

commissioner earlier this week. “A lot of people sometimes see things and theycommissioner earlier this week. “A lot of people sometimes see things and they

don’t help us. .don’t help us. .  ..  . Getting cooperation is the hardest thing.”. Getting cooperation is the hardest thing.”

Each week, city and police officials team up with local clergy to hold peace walksEach week, city and police officials team up with local clergy to hold peace walks

in several of the city’s most violent neighborhoods. Police hope that improvedin several of the city’s most violent neighborhoods. Police hope that improved

relationshipsrelationships  will lead to increased cooperation from witnesses and more arrests.will lead to increased cooperation from witnesses and more arrests.

“The detectives understand that there’s a real fear there, and there’s a reason that“The detectives understand that there’s a real fear there, and there’s a reason that

people feel” distrustful of police, said Boston police Superintendent Gregorypeople feel” distrustful of police, said Boston police Superintendent Gregory

Long, who oversees the homicide unit. “But at the end of the day, it can becomeLong, who oversees the homicide unit. “But at the end of the day, it can become

frustrating when you have, in some cases, everything set up and you just needfrustrating when you have, in some cases, everything set up and you just need

that one person to give you the last piece of information before you can make anthat one person to give you the last piece of information before you can make an

arrest. And sometimes it takes years.”arrest. And sometimes it takes years.”
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A long, troubled history
One of Boston’s most persistent voices demanding more attention to unsolvedOne of Boston’s most persistent voices demanding more attention to unsolved

homicides is Mary Franklin. Her husband, Melvin, who was black, was killed justhomicides is Mary Franklin. Her husband, Melvin, who was black, was killed just

down the street from their home late one night in October 1996.down the street from their home late one night in October 1996.

He’d been walking home from a bus stop after leaving work at Boston LoganHe’d been walking home from a bus stop after leaving work at Boston Logan

Mary Franklin stands in front of Boston police headquarters holding a large portrait of her late husband, MelvinMary Franklin stands in front of Boston police headquarters holding a large portrait of her late husband, Melvin

Franklin, who was killed in 1996. His murder is unsolved. (Yoon S. Byun for The Washington Post)Franklin, who was killed in 1996. His murder is unsolved. (Yoon S. Byun for The Washington Post)
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International Airport. Police called it a robbery. Franklin believes her husbandInternational Airport. Police called it a robbery. Franklin believes her husband

stumbled upon a stickup in progress and attempted to intervene.stumbled upon a stickup in progress and attempted to intervene.

In the two decades since, Franklin has held countless meetings with politiciansIn the two decades since, Franklin has held countless meetings with politicians

and protested in the lobby of Boston police headquarters. She even tried to runand protested in the lobby of Boston police headquarters. She even tried to run

for mayor in 2017, vowing that if she was elected she would devote morefor mayor in 2017, vowing that if she was elected she would devote more

resources to Boston’s homicide unit and stay in better touch with the families ofresources to Boston’s homicide unit and stay in better touch with the families of

those killed.those killed.

Police said they have met many times with Franklin and are still doing all theyPolice said they have met many times with Franklin and are still doing all they

can to solve her husband’s slaying.can to solve her husband’s slaying.

“What hurts me so badly is to see these women going through exactly what I went“What hurts me so badly is to see these women going through exactly what I went

through 20 years ago,” said Franklin, who runs the Women Survivors ofthrough 20 years ago,” said Franklin, who runs the Women Survivors of

Homicide Movement, a support and advocacy group, out of a one-bedroomHomicide Movement, a support and advocacy group, out of a one-bedroom

apartment where the purple-painted walls are lined with framed newspaperapartment where the purple-painted walls are lined with framed newspaper

clippings of articles about local homicides.clippings of articles about local homicides.
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Franklin acknowledged that Boston’s arrest rate has improved in recent years.Franklin acknowledged that Boston’s arrest rate has improved in recent years.

But she said that her group has worked with police to help encourage witnesses inBut she said that her group has worked with police to help encourage witnesses in

homicides to cooperate and that even with willing witnesses, some of those caseshomicides to cooperate and that even with willing witnesses, some of those cases

led to no arrest.led to no arrest.

“When you look at white murders, those crimes get solved even when there’s not“When you look at white murders, those crimes get solved even when there’s not

a witness. Black murders, it seems like we’ve got to have a witness to the witnessa witness. Black murders, it seems like we’ve got to have a witness to the witness

before we get an arrest,” said Franklin. To quantify how often cases went withoutbefore we get an arrest,” said Franklin. To quantify how often cases went without

an arrest, she obtained from police a list of more than 1,000 unsolved homicidesan arrest, she obtained from police a list of more than 1,000 unsolved homicides

in the city’s three predominantly black sections dating back to the 1970s. “This isin the city’s three predominantly black sections dating back to the 1970s. “This is

a national epidemic.”a national epidemic.”

In a year-long effort to examine unsolved homicides, The Post has collected andIn a year-long effort to examine unsolved homicides, The Post has collected and

mapped a decade of homicide data from dozens of major American cities —mapped a decade of homicide data from dozens of major American cities —

chronicling about 55,000 killings across 55 cities to date. The analysis for thischronicling about 55,000 killings across 55 cities to date. The analysis for this

story included 52 cities where data on the race of the victims was available.story included 52 cities where data on the race of the victims was available.

In those cities, police made an arrest in 49 percent of homicides, leaving 45In those cities, police made an arrest in 49 percent of homicides, leaving 45

percent still under investigation.percent still under investigation.

About 6 percentAbout 6 percent  of the homicides were closed by police for reasons other thanof the homicides were closed by police for reasons other than

arrest, such as the death of a suspect. Those cases were counted as ones with noarrest, such as the death of a suspect. Those cases were counted as ones with no

arrest when calculating arrest rates across and within individual cities. Had thosearrest when calculating arrest rates across and within individual cities. Had those

cases been excluded from the analysis, the difference in arrest rates for blackcases been excluded from the analysis, the difference in arrest rates for black

victims and white victims would increase slightly in nearly every city.victims and white victims would increase slightly in nearly every city.
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HAVE YOU BEEN THE
VICTIM OF A CRIME?

Tell us about how the policeTell us about how the police

responded and whether youresponded and whether you

feel you received justice. feel you received justice. 

Share your story.

Black Americans have long contended that the criminal justiceBlack Americans have long contended that the criminal justice

system devalues black lives by allowing black killings to gosystem devalues black lives by allowing black killings to go

unpunished. In 1892, anti-lynching activist and journalist Idaunpunished. In 1892, anti-lynching activist and journalist Ida

B. Wells urged black families to purchase guns to “be used forB. Wells urged black families to purchase guns to “be used for

that protection which the law refuses to give.”that protection which the law refuses to give.”

For many, the belief that police don’t value black lives was reinforced in 2012,For many, the belief that police don’t value black lives was reinforced in 2012,

when police in Sanford, Fla., did not immediately arrest neighborhood watchmanwhen police in Sanford, Fla., did not immediately arrest neighborhood watchman

George Zimmerman after he shot and killed Trayvon Martin, a black 17-year-old,George Zimmerman after he shot and killed Trayvon Martin, a black 17-year-old,

as he walked home from a store.as he walked home from a store.

Zimmerman was later arrested and charged, but his acquittal in 2013 planted theZimmerman was later arrested and charged, but his acquittal in 2013 planted the

seeds of the Black Lives Matter movement. The next year, a police officer shotseeds of the Black Lives Matter movement. The next year, a police officer shot

and killed Michael Brown, an unarmed black man, in Ferguson, Mo., sparkingand killed Michael Brown, an unarmed black man, in Ferguson, Mo., sparking

years of national demonstrations against the alleged police mistreatment of blackyears of national demonstrations against the alleged police mistreatment of black

men and women.men and women.

“There is a straight line between black people being outraged loudly about police“There is a straight line between black people being outraged loudly about police

officers being able to shoot and kill people and being able to get away from it andofficers being able to shoot and kill people and being able to get away from it and

black people quietly wondering when that homicide in their neighborhood isblack people quietly wondering when that homicide in their neighborhood is

going to be solved,” said Ibram Kendi, an American University historian andgoing to be solved,” said Ibram Kendi, an American University historian and

author of “Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas inauthor of “Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in

America.”America.”

He added: “Black people have experienced police officers more as profilers andHe added: “Black people have experienced police officers more as profilers and

https://sub.washingtonpost.com/hosted/washpost/5af9b48ca90db80e7b9c4ce2
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brutalizers, as opposed to investigators, and it takes investigators to solve verybrutalizers, as opposed to investigators, and it takes investigators to solve very

difficult homicide cases.”difficult homicide cases.”

Across the 52 cities surveyed, The Post analysis found racial inequities inAcross the 52 cities surveyed, The Post analysis found racial inequities in

homicide arrest rates no matter the location of the killing: A black homicide washomicide arrest rates no matter the location of the killing: A black homicide was

less likely to lead to an arrest than a white homicide in either majority-blackless likely to lead to an arrest than a white homicide in either majority-black

neighborhoods or majority-white neighborhoods.neighborhoods or majority-white neighborhoods.

Black homicides in majority-black neighborhoods had a 45 percent arrest rate.Black homicides in majority-black neighborhoods had a 45 percent arrest rate.

White homicides in majority-black neighborhoods had a 59 percent arrest rate.White homicides in majority-black neighborhoods had a 59 percent arrest rate.

The rate for black homicides in majority-white neighborhoods was 55 percent,The rate for black homicides in majority-white neighborhoods was 55 percent,

while white homicides in majority-white neighborhoods had a 64 percent arrestwhile white homicides in majority-white neighborhoods had a 64 percent arrest

rate.rate.

The failure to solve black homicides no matter the location deepens skepticismThe failure to solve black homicides no matter the location deepens skepticism

that police approach each homicide with the same fervor.that police approach each homicide with the same fervor.
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In BostonIn Boston, , black community leaders recall the story of Charles Stuart, a whiteblack community leaders recall the story of Charles Stuart, a white

man who in 1989 killed his wife and unborn child and then claimed they hadman who in 1989 killed his wife and unborn child and then claimed they had

been killed by a black man, prompting a citywide manhunt.been killed by a black man, prompting a citywide manhunt.

“They tore the block apart; they raided people’s homes; they were strip-searching“They tore the block apart; they raided people’s homes; they were strip-searching

young black men on the side of the road,” said Milton Jones, the director ofyoung black men on the side of the road,” said Milton Jones, the director of

operations for the Louis D. Brown Peace Institute, a Boston organization thatoperations for the Louis D. Brown Peace Institute, a Boston organization that

Police investigate a car belonging to Charles Stuart, a white man who killed his wife and unborn child in 1989 andPolice investigate a car belonging to Charles Stuart, a white man who killed his wife and unborn child in 1989 and

claimed they had been killed by a black man. (Tom Herde/Boston Globe/Getty Images)claimed they had been killed by a black man. (Tom Herde/Boston Globe/Getty Images)
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offers support services to families of homicide victims.offers support services to families of homicide victims.

The infamous case came to an end weeks later when Stuart killed himself and hisThe infamous case came to an end weeks later when Stuart killed himself and his

brother told police that Stuart had killed his wife for her life insurance money.brother told police that Stuart had killed his wife for her life insurance money.

“Those kids who were being strip-searched, they’re in their 40s now,” Jones said.“Those kids who were being strip-searched, they’re in their 40s now,” Jones said.

“So when you talk about community relationships with the police, you have to“So when you talk about community relationships with the police, you have to

remember that history.”remember that history.”

‘We all know who shot my son’
Kaiesha Skinner had spoken with her son just 10 minutes before he was shot onKaiesha Skinner had spoken with her son just 10 minutes before he was shot on

July 17, 2017.July 17, 2017.

LEFT: LEFT: Cardrienne Turner, a community outreach coordinator, hugs Kaiesha Skinner and her son Jayzeon Jackman,Cardrienne Turner, a community outreach coordinator, hugs Kaiesha Skinner and her son Jayzeon Jackman,

5, in front of the home where Skinner’s son Aice Jackman was killed in Boston. (Yoon S. Byun for The Washington5, in front of the home where Skinner’s son Aice Jackman was killed in Boston. (Yoon S. Byun for The Washington

Post)Post)  RIGHT: RIGHT: Family photos of Aice Jackman are displayed a few days after what would have been his 19thFamily photos of Aice Jackman are displayed a few days after what would have been his 19th

birthday. (Yoon S. Byun for The Washington Post)birthday. (Yoon S. Byun for The Washington Post)
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He hadn’t come straight home from work as a personal trainer at a gym thatHe hadn’t come straight home from work as a personal trainer at a gym that

Monday evening, but he assured his mother on the phone that he’d be there soon.Monday evening, but he assured his mother on the phone that he’d be there soon.

First, he said, he was going to drop off a friend’s cellphone and buy someFirst, he said, he was going to drop off a friend’s cellphone and buy some

marijuana.marijuana.

The eldest of four, Jackman had had run-ins with the police and gangs but hadThe eldest of four, Jackman had had run-ins with the police and gangs but had

turned a corner in his life, his mother said. Jackman had received his high schoolturned a corner in his life, his mother said. Jackman had received his high school

diploma and had enlisted in the Navy.diploma and had enlisted in the Navy.

Minutes after they spoke, Skinner saw chatter on Facebook: There had been aMinutes after they spoke, Skinner saw chatter on Facebook: There had been a

shooting near Blue Hill Avenue, where her son was headed.shooting near Blue Hill Avenue, where her son was headed.

She called him again, and after getting no answer rushed to the neighborhood —She called him again, and after getting no answer rushed to the neighborhood —

where she found her son’s body draped with a white sheet.where she found her son’s body draped with a white sheet.

After talking to police and others in the neighborhood, she believes her son hadAfter talking to police and others in the neighborhood, she believes her son had

been confronted by an armed man who began firing at him. Her son, she believes,been confronted by an armed man who began firing at him. Her son, she believes,

pulled out a gun in turn and fired back. He was shot three times.pulled out a gun in turn and fired back. He was shot three times.

Jackman died at the scene. The other man, publicly identified by police only as aJackman died at the scene. The other man, publicly identified by police only as a

21-year-old, was wounded and hospitalized. No one has been arrested, but21-year-old, was wounded and hospitalized. No one has been arrested, but

Skinner said she learned the other man’s identity from people in theSkinner said she learned the other man’s identity from people in the

neighborhood.neighborhood.
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Police declined to discuss Jackman’s killing in detail or address Skinner’sPolice declined to discuss Jackman’s killing in detail or address Skinner’s

assertion about who she believes is the killer because the case remains open andassertion about who she believes is the killer because the case remains open and

under investigation.under investigation.

“There may have been others present at the scene who may not be identified at“There may have been others present at the scene who may not be identified at

this time, and we strongly urge any witnesses or anyone with any informationthis time, and we strongly urge any witnesses or anyone with any information

that could assist investigators to contact the Boston Police homicide unit,” saidthat could assist investigators to contact the Boston Police homicide unit,” said

Sgt. John Boyle, a department spokesman.Sgt. John Boyle, a department spokesman.

Skinner said she believes there are probably at least a dozen people whoSkinner said she believes there are probably at least a dozen people who

witnessed her son’s killing and could provide information that could lead to thewitnessed her son’s killing and could provide information that could lead to the

man’s arrest. But in a tightknit neighborhood often home to gang violence, sheman’s arrest. But in a tightknit neighborhood often home to gang violence, she

believes that their fear of the killer outweighs their willingness to cooperate.believes that their fear of the killer outweighs their willingness to cooperate.

In the meantime, Skinner said, she dreads the thought of again running into theIn the meantime, Skinner said, she dreads the thought of again running into the

man she suspects killed her son, as she did in the Dunkin’ Donuts in May.man she suspects killed her son, as she did in the Dunkin’ Donuts in May.
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Advocates for families of the slain said these run-ins between suspected killersAdvocates for families of the slain said these run-ins between suspected killers

and the families of their victims are commonplace in the city’s most violent areas.and the families of their victims are commonplace in the city’s most violent areas.

One mother in Mary Franklin’s group said the family of the man who she believesOne mother in Mary Franklin’s group said the family of the man who she believes

killed her son uses the same violence counselor as she does. Another mother saidkilled her son uses the same violence counselor as she does. Another mother said

she lives directly across the street from the man she believes killed her son. Sheshe lives directly across the street from the man she believes killed her son. She

sees him almost every day.sees him almost every day.

Ted Mellnik contributed to this report.Ted Mellnik contributed to this report.

A previous version of this report and an accompanying cutline incorrectlyA previous version of this report and an accompanying cutline incorrectly

described Charles Stuart as an attorney. He worked at a fur salon.described Charles Stuart as an attorney. He worked at a fur salon.

The story also previously listed Wichita as one of five cities where the killings ofThe story also previously listed Wichita as one of five cities where the killings of

black victims led to an arrest just as often or slightly more often than theblack victims led to an arrest just as often or slightly more often than the

slayings of white victims. After publication, Wichita police provided an updatedslayings of white victims. After publication, Wichita police provided an updated

data set of homicides that altered The Post's analysis. In its original data set,data set of homicides that altered The Post's analysis. In its original data set,

Wichita had included some traffic fatalities along with homicides. The revisedWichita had included some traffic fatalities along with homicides. The revised

numbers reveal that the arrest rate for black homicide victims in Wichita isnumbers reveal that the arrest rate for black homicide victims in Wichita is

seven percentage points lower than the arrest rate for white homicide victims.seven percentage points lower than the arrest rate for white homicide victims.

The story and accompanying graphics have been updated to reflect the change.The story and accompanying graphics have been updated to reflect the change.

About this projectAbout this project

As part of an ongoing examination, The Washington Post has compiled up to a decade of homicideAs part of an ongoing examination, The Washington Post has compiled up to a decade of homicide

arrest data from 55 of America’s largest cities. arrest data from 55 of America’s largest cities. Read the first installment: Where murders goRead the first installment: Where murders go

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/investigations/where-murders-go-unsolved/


11/14/19, 9:07 AMKillings of black people lead to arrests less often than when victims are white - Washington Post

Page 27 of 29https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/investigations/black-homicides-arrests/

Basic Digital
$10 every month$10 every month

Or just Or just $130$130 $100 every year $100 every year

Try 1 month for $1

Premium Digital
$15 every month$15 every month

Or just Or just $195$195 $150 every year $150 every year

Try 1 month for $1

  Includes additional subscriptionIncludes additional subscription

View more offers | Already a subscriber? Sign in

Share ! " # $ % Comments

Get unlimited digital access to The Post

unsolved.unsolved.

The Post mapped and analyzed the data to identify the homicides that most often led to an arrest andThe Post mapped and analyzed the data to identify the homicides that most often led to an arrest and

those that did not. This story is based on data from the 52 cities that provided the race and ethnicitythose that did not. This story is based on data from the 52 cities that provided the race and ethnicity

of homicide victims.of homicide victims.

Homicide arrest rates were calculated by victim’s race, age, gender and location. The Post’s data,Homicide arrest rates were calculated by victim’s race, age, gender and location. The Post’s data,

which provides a level of specificity lacking in the homicide data released annually by the FBI, is beingwhich provides a level of specificity lacking in the homicide data released annually by the FBI, is being

released publiclyreleased publicly and will be expanded over 2018. and will be expanded over 2018.

To determine the predominant race and ethnicity of neighborhoods, The Post used census tract dataTo determine the predominant race and ethnicity of neighborhoods, The Post used census tract data

from the American Community Survey.from the American Community Survey.

To provide information about homicides in your area, send us an email at To provide information about homicides in your area, send us an email at unsolved@washpost.comunsolved@washpost.com..

Design and development by Design and development by Danielle RindlerDanielle Rindler. Graphics by . Graphics by Aaron WilliamsAaron Williams. . Editing by Editing by David FallisDavid Fallis and and

Kaeti HinckKaeti Hinck. Produced by . Produced by Julie VitkovskayaJulie Vitkovskaya. Copy editing by Matt Schnabel.. Copy editing by Matt Schnabel.

https://subscribe.washingtonpost.com/acquisition/?ttexclude=1&destination=https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/investigations/black-homicides-arrests/&checkout=d_g_am_in.1490
https://subscribe.washingtonpost.com/acquisition/?ttexclude=1&destination=https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/investigations/black-homicides-arrests/&checkout=d_g_am_in.1491
https://subscribe.washingtonpost.com/acquisition/?ttexclude=1&checkout=d_g_am_in.1490
https://subscribe.washingtonpost.com/loginregistration/index.html?destination=https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/investigations/black-homicides-arrests/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/investigations/where-murders-go-unsolved/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/investigations/unsolved-homicide-database/
mailto:unsolved@washpost.com
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/danielle-rindler/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/aaron-williams/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/david-s-fallis/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/kaeti-hinck/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/julie-vitkovskaya/


11/14/19, 9:07 AMKillings of black people lead to arrests less often than when victims are white - Washington Post

Page 28 of 29https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/investigations/black-homicides-arrests/
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Where killings go
unsolved
The Post has mapped homicides in moreThe Post has mapped homicides in more

than 50 major American cities over the pastthan 50 major American cities over the past

decade and found areas where murder isdecade and found areas where murder is

common, but arrests are rare.common, but arrests are rare.

Homicide database:
Mapping unsolved
murders in major U.S.
cities
In America’s major cities, this is whereIn America’s major cities, this is where

murders go unsolved.murders go unsolved.

Have you been the victim
of a crime? Tell us about
how the police
responded.
The Washington Post is collecting stories ofThe Washington Post is collecting stories of

personal interactions between crime victimspersonal interactions between crime victims

and police departments.and police departments.
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11/14/19, 9:07 AMKillings of black people lead to arrests less often than when victims are white - Washington Post
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